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Every Child A Reader programme

Murroe National School set to recezve hundreds of new books for their students
this year thanks to Children’s Books Ireland and the Toy Show Appeal.

Murroe National School, Donegal has been announced as one of the recipients of a book-gifting
programme which will bring hundreds of new books and resources to its students in 2025.
Designed by national charity and arts organisation Children’s Books Ireland, the ‘Every Child A
Reader’ programme is a year-long support provided to select schools which helps to foster a love
of reading in their students and wider school community.

As part of this project, each school will have their own dedicated Champion of Reading, an
author or illustrator assigned to the school who will host a series of live workshops throughout
the year with students. These creative and engaging sessions will help promote a love of reading,
writing and illustrating amongst class groups. Artist Kim Sharkey whose book Mamai G¢é
featured on the recent Late Late Toy Show will be working with the Murroe NS children for 6
weeks.

Delivered by the team at Children’s Books Ireland, the ‘Every Child a Reader’ programme will
bring a diverse collection of excellent contemporary titles to students in 4 primary schools this
year, including Murroe NS.

Through this initiative Children’s Books Ireland provides schools with a library of 250 books
covering all ages, interests, genres and issues which represent the richness and diversity of Irish
society. As well as hundreds of brilliant new books, chosen schools will receive supports and
resource packs as well as display posters, bunting and stickers to celebrate their new library
books. Other materials such as curated reading guides, lists and further guidance will also be
given to schools and families to encourage a love of reading that endures beyond the school
gates. At the end of the school year each student will also receive a book to keep to encourage a
love of reading beyond the classroom.

“Our school is absolutely thrilled and honored to be selected for the Every Child a Reader
program. This inttiative is a wonderful opportunity for us to further strengthen our
commitment to fostering litevacy and ensuring every student has the support they need to
become confident, capable readers. For our staff, this program represents a valuable chance to
enhance their professional development and to be part of a wider, meaningful effort to improve
outcomes for all our students.” Anne Sweeney principal.

Given the lack of sustainable funding for school libraries from the Irish government it is
unsurprising to see a demand for free book-gifting programmes such as ‘Every Child A Reader’
for primary students and ‘Everyone A Reader’ for secondary students. In 2024, Children’s Books
Ireland received 757 applications from primary and secondary schools for the limited amount of
spaces for the book-gifting programmes commencing in 2025. Of 657 applications received from
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primary schools only four of these could be selected to receive the support provided through the
‘Every Child A Reader’ programme, as funded by the Toy Show Appeal. According to Education
Outreach Manager, Dr. Becky Long, the volume of submissions was, “evidence of the
tremendous level of need, both in relation to a lack of physical books in schools, and a lack of
new, contemporary and inclusive books.”

Children’s Books Ireland believes that every student on the island of Ireland deserves access to
books and a chance to fall in love with reading.

This Spring, Children’s Books Ireland’s various book-gifting programmes will commence in 19
different schools, bringing the power of stories to primary and secondary schools across the
island of Ireland. A full list of participating schools in the 2025 book-gifting programmes is
available here and here

Learn more about the work of Children’s Books Ireland here

About the RTE Toy Show Appeal

Inspired by children, the RTE Toy Show Appeal works to bring the magic of the Late Late Toy
Show to every child in Ireland. By funding essential support, health, well-being, play and
creativity we aim to change children’s lives for good.

The donations to the RTE Toy Show Appeal, are received and managed by registered charity,
Community Foundation Ireland with whom we work in partnership.

For more information, please contact Book-gifting Manager Aoife McDonnell on
aoife.mcdonnell@childrensbooksireland.ie
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