Nuacht Litir Scoil Cholmcille
Deireadh Foémhair 2024

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Thank you all for your support this year to date. It's hard to believe it is Halloween
already! We have had a very busy two months indeed, pictures and news can be viewed
on our school website. www.murroens.com

Datai Don Dialann / Dates For Your Diary

Samhain/ Halloween

Closing Friday 25™ October 2024 at 12.00 p.m Re-opening Monday 4th November
2024

Well done to all the children who dressed up in their Halloween Costumes and enjoyed
Halloween treats and games on Friday 25™ October 2024.

Boscai Nollaig/ Christmas Shoe Boxes:

The Christmas Shoebox appeal is an annual campaign sending gift filled shoeboxes from
Ireland to children affected by poverty across Africa and Eastern Europe.

We will be collecting the Christmas Shoe Boxes after the Halloween break (Monday
4™ November).

Murroe N.S Quiz Night

Thursday 7™ November, Outback Patsy Dan's @ 7:00pm. A special thanks to Bernice
Alcorn for organising this school fundraiser and we ask our school community to
support on the night!

Parent Teacher Meetings

A reminder parent teacher meetings will be held Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13™
November. Times will be distributed after mid-term.

Céim Aniar

An Irish poetry recital competition will take place in Downings on Saturday 7™
December and all children are welcome to enter. Closing date is Tuesday 19™
November, please let your class teacher know if your child is entering the
competition. Children from our school were very successful last year and we encourage
participation.

Christmas School Concert
Tuesday 17th December in the Ozanam Centre at 6.30pm.



http://www.murroens.com/

NCSE In-School Training to facilitate supporting our new Special Class
Whole school closure Monday 20* January 2025

Coineartid/Confirmation Dé Satharn 8 Feabhra
Saturday 8™ February 2025 at 12.00 in Holy Cross Church Dunfanaghy.

Chéad Chomaoinneach/Communion Dé Satharn 104 Bealtaine
Saturday 10™ May 2025 at 12:00pm in Holy Cross Church Dunfanaghy.

National Education Welfare Board (NEWB) -Attendance

It is important that you inform the class teacher in writing or on your ALADDIN
CONNECT APP of any absences. The Education Welfare Act requires children to be in
school every day unless there is a reasonable explanation for not attending. We, as a
school, are bound by law to report absences totalling 20 days or more to the NEWB and
so written records for any absences are essential.

If your child has to leave the school during the day please ensure that you sign
him/her out at the office. A Sign-Out Book is located in the office. This is an
important requirement.

Curriculum

The Department of Education published the Bi Cinedlta Procedures to Prevent and
Address Bullying Behaviour for Primary and Post-Primary Schools as part of the
Cinéaltas Road Map. Will replace the Anti-Bullying Procedures 2013. As per Circular
55/2024 a half day school closure to facilitate the engagement of all school staff with
Bi Cinéalta Procedures (date to be confirmed) The Board of Management and school
community must develop and adopt a Bi Cinéalta Policy during the school year 2024/25
to replace the current Anti-Bullying Policy. Requirements of the procedures come into
effect from the start of the 2025/26 school year. A student-friendly version of the Bi
Cinéalta policy must also be developed.

We are now in the second year of implementing the new Maths curriculum and staff
attended a training day on Thursday 3™ October.

The children enjoyed their "Buddy Reading” sessions each Friday where children had a
partner to read for enjoyment.

Policy Update

In compliance with Child Protection Procedures for Schools, during a recent Board of
Management meeting the annual mandatory Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk
Assessment, Checklist for Review of the Child Safeguarding Statement & Notification

regarding the BOM's review of the Child Safeguarding Statement were reviewed.
(16/10/24)




We welcome Siobhan O' Donnell to commence teaching with us week 21°" Oct, to provide
5 hrs a week special education.

GOAL-Ld Geansai/ Jersey Day

Bhi Id geansai againn sa scoil ar an Aoine 110 Deireadh Fomhair 2024 le airgead a bhailid
do "6OAL" We had GOAL Jersey day in the school on Friday 11™ October 2024. The
children and staff wore their favourite jersey on the day. Thank you to everyone for all
your donations. We have donated €150 to Goal. All proceeds will go directly to GOAL.
GOAL is an Irish international humanitarian response agency dedicated fo saving and
transforming the lives of people living in poverty and crisis in the Developing world.

6o raibh mile maith agaibh uilig.

Donegal Primary Schools Cross Country

Congratulations to all the children who reached the Donegal Cross Country finals in
Milford on 17™ September. U-9 Girls Saorla, U-9 Boys Odhrdn, U-11 Girls Leah Brogan
and the U-13 girls team Ella, Clara, Olivia and Riona who won first place in the girls
small school category (1200m). This is a huge achievement for children who are not
involved in any athletics club-maith sibh uilig!

They represented the school again in the county finals on Wednesday the 23" October.
Congratulations to all athletes, especially Saorla Gallagher who came 8™ overall in the
county against very tough competition.

GAA News
Thank you to John Ward from the G.A.A. who coached the children in Gaelic Football
every Tuesday this term. Go raibh maith agat John.

GAA Blitz in Convoy

Rang 5 boys took part in the GAA schools blitz in Convoy on 25 September with other
small schools. As the schools were mixed together it provided a wonderful opportunity
for the children to play together and get to know one another. A special thanks to John
Ward and Manus Friel for organising the event.

PCC Taster Days

A special thanks to Ms Maeve Sweeney and staff of PCC for organising an open evening
and a taster day for the 6th class students. The children really enjoyed the
experiences in the school.

Scoil Ghlas/Green Schools - 6C Travel

The children participated in Walk to School Week as part of our 6C Travel flag.
Everyone enjoyed the morning walk to school. Aengus Kennedy visited us that week and
we went on a local walk to explore local plants, fauna and hedgerow and make nature
crowns.



Seachtain Mata/Maths Week

Ghlac na pdisti pdirt i Seachtain Mata i mbliana aris.

All the children enjoyed celebrating Maths Week again this year.

They were all busy exploring maths all around them both at home and at school. They
had fun taking part in online maths activities and enjoyed maths board games, puzzles
e.t.c. All the pupils also enjoyed Maths trails inside and outside the school. This was a
fun and enjoyable way to improve numeracy and problem solving skills with puzzles and

games.

Creative Clusters

Murroe N.S is once more taking part in Creative Clusters with our partner schools
(Ballymore N.S and Loughanure N.S). Creativity, Culture and Education (CCE) is an
award-winning international foundation dedicated to unlocking the creative learning
potential of children and young people around the world.

A special thanks to Bridget Sweeney for teaching the students in the senior room how
to knit as part of this project looking at crafts in the past.

Curious Minds/STEM

Planetarium

To celebrate Space Week the whole school were treated to a visit from the Armagh
Observation & Planetarium dome on Monday 21" October 2024. They learned all about
our solar system and how our vast universe really. We joined with Ballymore NS and
enjoyed some creative and fun Halloween activities with our partner school.

Ranganna Ceol/ Music Class

Eva comes to the school every Friday for music classes, singing and teaching
musical instruments which the children enjoy very much. Music lessons with Eva
will continue after the Halloween Break. Please ensure your child practices at
home especially as we prepare for the Christmas show.

We also enjoyed a visit from Comhaltas Cloich Cheann Fhaola and Banna Ceoil
Chloich Cheann Fhaola in September.

Cash For Clobber

There is a clothing bank at the back of the school for anyone who wishes to drop of f
bags of clothing. All money received goes towards funding activities in the school. Go
raibh maith agaibh.

Please check your emails for correspondence from the school

OB

SAMHAIN MHAITH DAOIBH UILIG




Coiste Na Tuismitheoiri/Parents Group

Charlotte Doherty and Debbie Harkin are our Parents' Group in Murroe N.S for 2024/2025.

Thank you to Brenda Brogan, Rosanne Boyd and Danny Boyle for all their support in 23/24. This
group of parents will act as a liaison group between parents and the school principal. They need
and appreciate the help of all parents to further the education of their children attending this
school. We appreciate your continued support with the various fundraising events organised for

Murroe N.S. including Cash for Clobber. Go raibh mile maith agaibh.

Murroe Parents Fundraising Account/Cash For Clobber 2023/2024

Murroe Parents Fundraising Account/ Cash For Clobber
€2000 was provided from the above account 2023-2024
This money was used for the following items

School Tour June 2024
Pupils contribution Admission & Lunch Treat Total Cost

€ 1060.80 € 1985.80

Swimming 2024
Full cost contributed by pupils Lessons | Bus Total Cost
€1872 | €1500 | €3372

Fundraising Activities Murroe NS 2023-2024

Christmas Hamper Draw

Door & Raffle Christmas play

Christmas Play less expenses €2386- €925

Easter Hamper Draw

Sponsored Walk

Total

Monies raised from these fundraising activities are used for the following:
Maths/Literacy—English and Irish) Resources

These include Educational Games, Puzzles, Aistear/ Learning through Play
materials/ toys etc Workshops -Music/Musical Instruments/ Drama /Science /
Heritage in Schools/Mindfulness/ Donegal Youth Services and buses fo various
venues.

Sports:Soccer,6.A.A Athletics and Basketball

TOTAL BUS BILL FOR 2023- 2024 - €3800.00

(Cost for bus trips with Partner Schools/Léargas /Creative Clusters are not included in the
above bus bill)







